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National Ovagraphic Sacietu 


WASHINGTON,D.C. 


O.P AUSTIN, SeEcRETARY 


September 28, 1926. 


Mr. Howland Wood, 

C/o American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway & 156th Street, 

New York City. 


My dear Sir: 


I am advised by Mr. William Atherton Du Puy, of this 
city, to request your aid in checking for correctness a few 
statements made in connection with an article on money, now in 
preparation. 


Will you be good enough to advise me as to the 
date of appearance of the first gold and silver coins of the | 
United States? The office of the Director of the Mint, United | 
States Treasury, informs me thet a silver ten cent piece was 
minted in 1792. However, in Sumner's History of American Currency 
it states on page 60 that "in 1794 the first silver was actually 
coined," and "gold was first coined in 1795." Is 1794 the correct 
date of minting for the larger silver coins, such as the silver 
half dollar and silver dollar, or should the date of the actual 
appearance of any of American silver coins be given as 1792? 


I suppose that in the case of the gold eagles and 
half eagles and double eagles, 1795 is correct, but I should be pleased 
if you could let me have your opinion on this subject. 


Could you also tell me where to find any reliable 
checking material on the silver pound of Charlemagne? Benjamin White's 
"Romance of Silver," does not appear to mention it, nor have I been able 
to find reliable material elsewhere. 


IT am also in search of data on the origin of the 
English shilling from the shillingas, but have had no success, as yet. 


Can you slso state whether it is true that there was 
in man's possession,in 1810, 300,000,000 dollars! worth of gold? 


I shall be indebted to you for any advice you can give 
me on these questions, and beg to assure you, in the name of the National 
Geographic Society, of our appreciation of your kindness. 


Very truly yours, 
(Kuss) Inez /3. 


GG:R:A. Editorfal Staff. 


September 29th, 1926 


Miss Inez B. Ryan 
National Geographic Seciety 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Madam: 
Eerewith, is cur best endeaver te answer your various questions: 


The United States Mint was established in 1793 but was in process 
of construction the year before, and a few experimental pieces w ere 
made in 1792 - newely, some cents, silver half-dismes and dism@. These 
have never been considered regular coins although they are eagerly sought 
by collectors. The actual coinage of copper bepzan in 1793; avi geld and 
silver, as Sobeoreai 


4 dime 1794 

dime 1796 

feat 1796 

-delier 1794 

s doller 1794 


ft eagle 1796 
$ eagle 1795 
eagle 1795 
Double eagle 1860 


You wili note that the double eagles were not struck until 1860. 


: -It is rather difficult to reply with regard to the silver pound of 
Charlemagne. I am attaching, herewith, two pages of notes, and hope that 
you will pardon the pencilled notations. These were taken from two French 
books, and supplement and check cone ancther. I have looked through two or 
three other French sources, and, in substance, they are all about the same 

as I have sent yous The crigin of the word Shilling has always been 
somewhat in doubt. The Handbook of the Coins of Great Britain and Ireland 
in the British Museum, by H. A. Grueber, London, 1899, simply states: 
Shilling (der. scilling = a division) ..... The Encyclopedea Brittanica 
says not much more. 

I absolutely cannot ell you the amount of gold there was in 1810. 


Se 


dery sincerely yours, 


Curator 
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National Oeugraphic Suciety 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 


HENRY WHITE, Vice-PRESIDENT GILBERT GROSVENOR, PRESIDENT JOHN OLIVER LA GORCE, Vice-PRESIDENT 
O.P. AUSTIN, SecreTARY 
JOHN JOY EDSON, TREASURER GEORGE W. HUTCHISON, ASSOCIATE SECRETARY 


September 30, 1926. 


Mr. Howland Wood, 

Curator, American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway and 156th Street, 

New York City. 


My dear Sir: 

I am indebted to you for your letter of September 
29, and beg to thank you for your great kindness in obtaining for me 
the information requested by me, which was to be used in connection 
with an article on the subject of money. The data you supplied is 
very valuable for our purposes. 


Assuring you again of my appreciation of your 
cooperation, I am 


Very truly yours, 


Gory Bf Cyans 


Editorial Staff. 


IBR: A. 


